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TEXT ALERT ABOUT THREAT WORRIES STUDENTS
BY WILLIAM YAP
NEWS EDITOR

Some San Jose State
students left campus early
because of a threat about
a shooting. It was written
on the wall of the third
floor women’s restroom in
Dudley Moorhead Hall.
The
graffiti
read,
“Shooting 2.28. 2Day
5PM,”
which
Chief
Financial Officer Charlie
Faas confirmed in a press
conference around 5:05 p.m.
University Police Lt. Jim
Renelle said around 4 p.m.
that three UPD officers
were patrolling campus.
They later focused their
attention on DMH closer
to 5 p.m.
Fine arts senior Susanna
Salim said she was skipping
her 4:30 p.m. class because
of the shooting threat.
“It’s just not worth
taking the risk,” Salim
said. “If there’s a threat at
5 o’clock, I’m not going to
wait around to find out
if it’s real. Especially with

everything that has been
going on in the news. I
think every threat has to be
taken seriously.”
Media
Relations
Director Pat Harris said
a faculty member called
University Police around 2
p.m. about the writing.
“UPD
responded
immediately,”
Harris
said.
“[UPD]
began
investigating and asked
San Jose [Police] for help.
A decision was made that it
was unlikely the threat was
credible. As a result, classes
remained in session and it’s
business as usual.”
Harris said the decision
to not cancel class was
made by administration
and university police. For
this situation, UPD first
contacted Faas. Harris
said Faas consulted SJSU
Provost Andy Feinstein and
the university’s president’s
office if necessary.
However,
lecturer
Angela Castillo canceled
her “The Global Study of
Women” class.

“I decided to cancel class
today, as a precaution,
because I would rather
us all be safe just in
case something were to
happen,” Castillo said in
an email she sent to her
class at 4:44 p.m.
The Spartan Daily
obtained a copy of the
email from one of the
students in Castillo’s class.
Multiple
students
circulated the news on
social media platforms such
as Twitter, Instagram and
SJSU’s SAMMY app before
5 p.m. Other students said
they were informed of it
through text messages.
Kinesiology sophomore
Mariel Meyer, who received
word of the shooting
threat from a text message,
visited UPD around 3 p.m.
to confirm the legitimacy
of the rumors that was
spreading on social media.
“[A University Police
officer] told me that they’re
working on it,” Meyer said.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GABRIELA MARTINEZ

(Above) This picture
of graﬃti circulated on
Twitter Wednesday. It
worried students and
faculty enough to cancel
some classes.
(Right) A UPD car is
parked in front of the
Student Union on 7th
Street plaza. As of
print time, UPD has not
conﬁrmed the threat as
“credible.”
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UNDOCUMENTED

A ‘National Treasure’
speaks at Cinequest

Bay Area politicians, Liccardo,
Schaaf react to ICE raids
BY JACKIE CONTRERAS
COPY EDITOR

ALEX MARTINET | SPARTAN DAILY

Nicolas Cage, of “Leaving Las Vegas” fame, holds
his Maverick Spirit award while signing autographs
at Cinequest in downtown San Jose Wednesday.
Cinequest film festival will run until March 11.

San Jose may soon bear
witness to immigration
raids carried out by
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE).
On Sunday, San Jose
Mayor Sam Liccardo issued
a statement addressing
possible ICE operations.
“Regardless of the
truth of these rumors, my
message to our immigrant
residents remains the
same: we have your back,”
Liccardo said.
Liccardo’s statement
came a day after Oakland
Mayor Libby Schaaf
announced the city was
expecting ICE raids as
soon as within 24 hours of
her statement.
Associate
professor
of
Mexican-American
studies Julia Curry said
ICE raids are nothing new
to San Jose.
“The reality is that
there have been some ICE

presence in the Bay Area,”
Curry said.
ICE released a statement
on Tuesday stating more than
150 people were arrested
across Northern California
since Sunday. According to

There’s that
added thought
that if you leave
home, you might
not come back.
Carlos Amaya
economics senior

the statement, nearly half
of those arrested had no
criminal convictions besides
their immigration violation.
“This operation is a
continuation of ICE’s efforts
to prioritize enforcement

against public safety
threats,” ICE stated.
While it may seem
ICE operations are being
carried out now more than
ever, Curry pointed out
several immigrants were
deported under the Obama
administration.
As an advocate for the
undocumented community,
Curry said politicians’
recent involvement against
ICE raids surprised her
and that it stems from
President Donald Trump’s
“abrasive” behavior toward
immigrants.
Curry urges the San
Jose State community
to be aware and active in
responding to the protection
of undocumented students.
“I don’t know that the
university will be there [to
protect students], but I’ll be
there,” Curry said.
The UndocuSpartan
Resource Center, located
in the Student Union,
provides undocumented
students with resources for

DACA (Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals)
renewals, connections to
lawyers and more.
“We will do everything
that we can in our power
to be able to support them
[undocumented students]
and keep them safe,
including their families,”
program coordinator for the
UndocuSpartan Resource
Center Ana Navarrete said.
Navarrete emphasized
that if ICE had an
arrest warrant for an
undocumented
SJSU
student, the situation
would be out of their
hands. However, Navarrete
said she would personally
support that student so he
or she may receive the legal
representation needed.
In regards to the raids,
the center’s focus lies more
on informing students
what to do if confronted
by ICE agents.
Navarrete recommends
DEPORTATION| Page 2
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“I asked, ‘Why haven’t we
received any notifications?’ He
said because they can’t send out
news until it’s credible. I get it,
but we should have at least got
some alert.”
UPD later sent an AlertSJSU at
3:54 p.m. that said, “UPD is aware
of the graffiti in DMH. We are
investigating the credibility and
will take precautions. If you see
suspicious activity, call UPD/911.”
Some students were concerned
that it took the university so long
to send out an alert. By the time
the alert went out, many students
were already aware of the threat.
“If they would’ve sent that alert
when they found out, it would’ve
made me feel like I’m protected as
a student,” business management
senior Kevin Durant said.
“Especially with the Parkland
shooting still fresh in mind. To
send an alert later, saying what

they said, it seemed reactionary.
It came off as ‘the students
found the graffiti, we need to say
something before this news goes
viral.’ It was very frustrating.”
Harris said the alert system was
originally created to warn people
of imminent harm. She also
said UPD quickly decided that
harm was not imminent with the
certain shooting threat. UPD Lt.
Jim Renelle described the writing
as “relatively nonspecific graffiti.”
Hilaria Bauer, superintendent
of Alum Rock School District,
informed parents and guardians
Wednesday night of a shooting
threat made on Twitter against
the school district.
The author of the tweet said
the person had a desire to “shoot
up” all schools in the Alum Rock
School District.
Concord Police said officers
arrested a student from Olympic
Continuation High School for
being in possession of two loaded
handguns in class yesterday.
SJPD did not release an official

SARAH KLIEVES | SPARTAN DAILY

A sign taped on a door in Dwight Bentel Hall informs students in the
“Advertising Layout and Production” class is cancelled Wednesday.

statement as of press time.
“The person who reported
the threat did exactly what we
have been asking people to
do,” Harris said. “Which is ‘See
Something, Say Something.’ It’s
a great example of a community

member calling in a concern
and police being able to respond
right away.”
Follow William on Twitter
@TheDapperYap
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Rapid Response Network volunteers received text messages stating ICE oﬃcers were sighted in these San Jose locations Wednesday.
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undocumented
immigrants
to have an action plan ready in
case of an ICE raid. She advises
undocumented immigrants have
immediate contact with lawyers,
nonprofit organizations and
family members.
Associated Student President
Ariadna Manzo does just that.
“It’s like an earthquake drill,”
Manzo said regarding her own
action plan. “We just have to keep
that in the back of our heads.”
As an undocumented immigrant
herself, Manzo said she keeps a

folder with important documents
and contact information in case
something were to happen to her.
She said rapid response
trainings, know your rights
workshops and other outreach
events could help inform
undocumented students about
what to do during these times.
Manzo said she has difficulty
concentrating on school knowing
ICE may conduct raids in the area.
“It’s like if the glass is breaking
and you’re trying to catch all
the pieces without getting cut,”
Manzo said.
While the news of raids has
Manzo concerned, she said she
wants other students to understand
that they are not alone.

“You have to worry about things
that you have to worry about on
a daily basis,” economics senior
Carlos Amaya said. “On top of
that there’s that added thought
that if you leave home, you might
not come back.”
In his statement, Liccardo
assured residents the San Jose
Police Department does not
participate in ICE operations.
“I applaud the city and the police
for not wanting to collaborate with
[ICE],” Amaya said.
However, two residents are
self-deporting back home to
Kuwait. The Mercury News
reported that Khaled Altarkeet
and Heba Alshbaili, owners of
Pomegranate Cafe located across

from campus, voluntarily left the
country yesterday.
The decision came after the
owners’ L1 business visa extension
was denied. Alshbaili told the
Mercury News he was forgetting
the United States and seeking
acceptance elsewhere.
ICE stated Mayor Schaaf ’s
decision to release her statement
gave warning to undocumented
immigrants of potential ICE
operations.
Amaya believes the release of
Schaaf and Liccardo’s statements
show there is unity among the city
and the people.
Follow Jackie on Twitter
@C96Jackie

Previously broken elevator now fixed
BY ANDREW GLENN
STAFF WRITER

An elevator in the
Student Union that was out
of order last semester is
now fully operational.
This caused issues for
individuals who have
difficulties traveling between
floors of the building.
Cathy
Busalacchi,
executive director for the
Student Union (SU), said
the elevator broke last year
on June 6. The repairs
weren’t completed until Jan.
29 of this year.
Busalacchi also said the
elevator needed repair
because of a hydraulic
leak in a damaged piston,
but wasn’t sure when the
damage happened. The
piston was installed by
Schindler, an elevator and
escalator manufacturing
company that was the

sub-contractor for the
initial construction.
“The construction and
renovation project of
the building had project
management oversight
from both the Chancellor’s
Office and the Capital
Project
team
from
[Facilities Development
and Operations] at San
Jose State,” Busalacchi said
in an email.
The elevator’s repair was
delayed because Schindler
did not properly provide
warranty
information
in a timely manner. Not
only did the warranty and
maintenance agreement
expired at the same
time, the repair was also
passed over to the KONE
corporation, a company for
repairs and maintenance of
public facilities.
During the transfer
process, KONE found several
other issues that could have

affected the performance of
the elevator in the future.
It was then suggested the
elevator receive the necessary
repairs and upgrades in the
interest of safety.
With
the
repairs
now
complete,
the
elevator is expected to
function properly for the
foreseeable future.
The overall cost of the
repair was estimated to be
$40,320, Busalacchi said.
However, the final bill paid to
KONE’s was never disclosed.
The funds are expected
to be paid by Student
Union Expansion and
Renovation. Money from
the Student Union student
fees is intended to pay
for bonds to build and
renovate SU facilities.
The SJSU Accessible
Education Center (AEC),
a program to assist
disabled students, received
no official complaints

ANDREW GLENN | SPARTAN DAILY

An elevator in the Student Union was ﬁxed in January.

regarding the elevator.
“No students registered
with AEC have spoken
with staff regarding issues
with the elevator in Student
Union,” Jacqueline Atkins,
Accommodations Program
Counselor and Coordinator,
said in an email.
The only complaint
was unofficial and was
made from a disabled
employee, who declined
to comment. However, a
basic understanding of their
thoughts were provided.

“They were the only
complaint we received,”
AEC Director Cindy
Marota said. “Even then,
they were upset about the
inconvenience of not being
able to take a direct route to
where they are going.”
The students in need
of the elevator were not
greatly affected by the
inconvenience.

Follow Andrew on Twitter
@SaviorElite10
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(Above) A vendor from Blazin by the Bay BBQ shows oﬀ his roasted pig head. (Right)
A San Jose attendee holds his complimentary Bacon and Beer Classic beer cup at
Levi’s Stadium.

Bacon lovers and buddies enjoy brews

BY BRIANNA SHEATS
STAFF WRITER

The
thought
of
endless beer and bacon
sounds like something
only in a dream. At
Levi’s Stadium in Santa
Clara, has this fantasy
come to life for the past
three years.
On Feb. 24, Levi’s
Stadium held its third
annual Bacon and
Beer Classic. It is a
food and beer festival
with vendors set up all
across the field.
When entering, each
person got their own
little sample cup that
looked like mini red
solo cups but were glass

instead of plastic.
The amount of times
you could refill your
cup with different
samples was endless.
There were hundreds
of different craft beers
available to sample.
The beer was not
the only highlight of
this event. The food
vendors had some
of the most creative
dishes ever.
There were more than
30 different food vendors.
San Jose’s very own
Sammy G’s Pizzeria
made an appearance
with
its
famous
Tat-chos.
Tat-chos are crispy
fried tater tots covered

in nacho cheese, sour
cream and topped with
green onions and, of
course, bacon.
There were carnitas
tacos and shredded
pork that had a sweet
and salty, savory taste
with each bite.
The carnitas meat
was seasoned with
a mixture of salts
drizzled with a sweet
sauce and topped off
with jalapeños. It has
a unique taste, but it is
irresistibly good.
Many
well-known
brewing
companies
were present, including
Lagunitas
Brewing
Company,
Elysian
Brewing
Company

and Samuel Adams.
There were also local
companies like Jupiter
Beer, Sonoma Springs
Brewing and Campbell
Brewing Company.
The festival provided
games on the field such as
Connect 4 and Jenga that
were jumbo sized and
live bands performed.
There was also a bacon
eating contest.
“This is my first time
attending the Bacon
and Beer Classic and
I am honestly having
such a great time,”
San
Jose
resident
Colby Cambra said.
“Everyone here is really
nice, like extremely
nice, so it makes my

time here even more
fun with my friends. I
think everyone should
try to come check it out
one year.”
Even with the weaher
being freezing cold that
night, still had people
from having a good time.
“I really did not
prepare for it to be this
cold so I am not dressed
for this weather, but the
beer is helping warm
me up,” Santa Clara
attendee Kaitlyn Smith
said. “The food here is
great and the fact that
it is endless is amazing!
I could be walking
around with my hands
full of food and no one
would care.”

Tickets for this event
cost around $70 to $125
depending if you want
to do general admission
or VIP.
There were day and
night time sessions that
you could choose from.
The
Bacon
and
Beer Classic is a fun
experience for those
who are older and love
to try new food and beer.
This is the perfect
event to go with your
friends and have a
good time.

Follow Brianna on Twitter
@briiiiiiii

Alex’s 2018
Oscar predictions
Best Picture

Actress in a Leading Role

“The Shape of Water” is an elegant and memerizing film. It is
an emotionally absorbing story
that is led by a stellar performance by Sally Hawkins. It’s
the perfect melding of director
Guillermo Del Toro’s artistic vision and direction. It fills a void
for new movie experiences,
instead of another sequel that
checks all the boxes.

Frances McDormand has
been leading the pack since
reviews have complimented
her performance in “Three
Billboards Outside Ebbing,
Missouri.” McDormand’s
performance conveys
someone who is ready to act
and done hoping.

Will win: “The Shape of Water”
Could win: “Dunkirk”

Will win: Frances McDormand,
“Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri”
Could win: Saoirse Ronan,
“Lady Bird”

Actor in a Leading Role

Best Score

It will be great to finally see
Gary Oldman get an (long
overdue) Oscar. The film
“Darkest Hour” isn’t great, but
his performance is one of the
best in his acting career.

“Dunkirk,” composed by Hans
Zimmer, captured the intense
tone of Allied soldiers retreating
from German forces. The score
is a ticking time bomb that
won’t stop.

Will win: Gary Oldman,
“Darkest Hour”
Could win: Timothée Chalamet, “Call Me by Your Name”

Will win: “Dunkirk”
Could win: “The Shape of
Water”

Best Director
Guillermo Del Toro is hit and miss with his films, but “The Shape
of Water” is fantastic from start to finish. This is his true follow up
to Pan’s Labyrinth. As much I love director Christopher Nolan’s
“Dunkirk,” he doesn’t do enough new things in the World War II
genre compared to “The Shape of Water.”
Will win: Guillermo del Toro, “The Shape of Water”
Could win: Christopher Nolan, “Dunkirk”
INFOGRAPHIC BY ALEX MARTINET | SPARTAN DAILY
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(Left) Caricature artist Henry Lazaro sketches San Jose resident Grant Kjos in Uproar
Brewery’s Beer-themed art show on Tuesday, Feb. 20. (Above) San Jose
residents Maria Landavazo and Arlen Layton look at the beer-themed art pieces.

Uproar Brewery welcomes artists to paint beer
BY JASMINE STRACHAN
STAFF WRITER

Uproar
Brewing
Company hosted a
beer-themed art show
Tuesday, Feb. 20.
Since its opening in
June 2017, the brewery
has accumulated a large
following. In November
2017, the downtown
San Jose brewery began
to collaborate with the
local art community to
put on shows. Music, art
and comedy shows have
been featured there.
Every third Tuesday of
the month, the brewery
features an art show
named “Locals Only.” It
is a collaboration with
Local Color, a co-op art
collective on First Street.
It is called “Locals

Only” because it strictly
showcases San Jose artists.
Over 40 artists displayed
their
beer-themed
artworks and received all
the proceeds on any of
their purchased pieces.
Jason Gallego, lead
bartender and co-curator
of “Locals Only,” said
the brewery’s events are
really unique.
“We open our doors
to the community,”
Gallego said. “As far as
doing art, they get all the
proceeds. We’re just an
open spot for everyone
to come through.”
Gallego
has
a
background
in
art.
He comes from an art
community in Japantown
called Cannery Park. It
was a community full
of different artists that

practiced different forms
of art such as tattooing
and
fashion
design.
Cannery Park eventually
closed
because
the
landlord sold the property,
and a high-rise building
was constructed.
“I had a lot of friends
there and they are still in the
art community in San Jose,”
Gallego said. “So when I
got this big space, I’m like,
‘What can I do to bring
Cannery Park back?’ All of
the artists that were apart of
Cannery, I wanted them to
have the art shows back.”
Gallego wanted to join
forces with Local Color
because a lot of artists from
Cannery Park moved
their business there, and
they wanted to bring the
same exposure back with
Uproar’s art shows.

MOVIE REVIEW

Wouldn’t want to see this
‘Every Day,’ but it’s good
BY WILLIAM
DELA CRUZ
STAFF WRITER

A teenage love story
with a supernatural twist,
“Every Day” gives an
insight into what it really
means to love someone for
who they are.
The story follows a high
school girl, Rhiannon,
who ends up falling in
love with A, a spirit that
wakes up every day in a
different teenager’s body
no matter the gender. A is
always around the same
age and always living in
the same area.
One day, A wakes up
in the body of Justin,
an obnoxious, cigarette
smoking jock who happens
to be Rhiannon’s neglectful
boyfriend, which is how A
meets her for the first time.
That same day, A
as Justin, takes out
Rhiannon on a fun day
of hooky where they
have a loving date after
which A completely
falls in love with her.
A, having never felt
like this for anyone
before, continues to seek
out Rhiannon every day
after as someone else.
He tries and ultimately
convinces her to leave
Justin for him by saying
she deserves better.
I felt the film did well
in portraying A.
Because A is a spirit
that had to be played
by a different person
throughout the movie, I
felt each actor did well in

making me believe they
were A.
I also liked Rhiannon
as the main character.
You find yourself rooting
for her to find happiness
at the end because of
how kind-hearted she is
and the emotional roller
coaster she goes on with
A, as well as problems
concerning her family.
The film portrays a
realistic version of what life
is like for some teenagers
and what goes on for
them nowadays such
as, partying, drinking,
smoking, slut-shaming,
depression,
family
problems, trouble with
identity and the pressures
of school.
The movie leaves you
with a lot of questions that
never really get answered
as well as a climax and
ending that leaves a lot to
be desired.
Throughout the whole
film, A never stays in the
body of one person for
more than a day because
it does not want to
interfere too much in the
personal lives of whoever
it takes over. It is usually
in the body for just one
day and then it’s out.
And two, it typically
cannot because the spirit of
the person who it is taking
over usually drives it out.
But at the end, A and
Rhiannon are finally
able to be together for an
extended period of time
because A has managed to
stay in the body of one of
her classmates for basically

however long it wants.
The movie just makes
you think A could have
done this way earlier
instead of sometimes
making Rhiannon drive to
it when it ends up in a body
about an hour away.
Also, A maintains
that it always has taken
over someone within the
same area, age, etc. for as
long as it can remember
and has no control over
who and where it lives.
Overall though, the
movie does effectively
convey its message.
“Every Day” reminds
you of the importance of
getting to know someone
for who they truly are
regardless of what they
seem to be like on the
outside.
Follow William on Twitter
@liamotsd

IN
THEATERS
“Every Day”
Directed by:
Michael Sucsy
Starring:
Angourie Rice,
Justice Smith
Genre:
Romantic/Drama
Rating:



Jorge Camacho, also
known as J-Duh, is a San
Jose artist and co-curator.
“The idea of the event came
about because I painted
a mural for Uproar while
doing the mural they asked
me to throw a solo show,
and I did,” Camacho said.
“I ended up having a good
turnout,” Camacho said.
“After that, they ended
telling me to curate the rest
of the third Tuesday shows
so I did. And I’m doing it
representing Local Color.”
Camacho explained
this is the first group
show, which is why he
thinks it’s so important
and influential.
“I wanted to bring and
involve more people into
this nice little platform
that we have here and
let people know that if

you have something to
show, come do it here,”
Camacho said.
Camacho hopes he was
able to offer other artists
more exposure, a place to
showcase their artwork
and help them network
with other people.
“I hope that I can sell
their work,” Camacho
said. “That is my main
goal with this show is to
sell everybody’s artwork.”
All art will be on
display until March 19.
Devin Judd, a San Jose
resident, attended the
event because a few of her
friends’ art works were
featured in the show.
“I have a couple of
homies in this show. It
was nice to see their art
out in the public and
everyone admiring it,”

Judd said.
She said the ambience,
art, beer and the
homies made the night
enjoyable. In addition,
seeing so many San Jose
artist was the highlight
of the entire event.
“It’s all SJ artists,” Judd
said. “You know, you’re
not going to find random
people from wherever
presenting the art. It’s
all local. It’s all Bay Area
artists so it’s cool.”
People
can
look
forward to “Locals Only”
each month and “The
Come Up” which is
another show at Uproar
that features music and
comedy. It will be the first
Friday of every month.
Follow Jasmine on Twitter
@jaasssyjay
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True ‘Harry Potter’
fans read the books

High school does not prepare
kids for the real world
Jasmine Strachan
STAFF WRITER

ILLUSTRATION BY MARCI SUELA | SPARTAN DAILY

Chioma Lewis
STAFF WRITER

If you haven’t read the
“Harry Potter” series
and have only seen the
movies, you aren’t a
true “Harry Potter” fan,
just a movie fan and
that’s alright.
Watching a movie that
is based on a book does
not make you a true fan
of that book. Some people
think that watching a
movie is enough to make
someone a true fan.
“There should be no
classification for a fan,”
Library Student Assistant
Lizbeth Rodriguez said.
“I feel like if you see the
movie or if you see the
book or both, you still are
a fan.”
While it might make
people feel better or
included to be called a
true fan after watching a
movie, it’s just not true. If
you didn’t read the “Harry
Potter” books, there is so
much that you don’t know.
There are backstories
and characters left out
and even things that are
changed completely.
Some of the major
things left out of the
movies are the explanation
of the Marauders map,
St. Mungo’s Hospital for
Magical Maladies, the
sphinx in the Triwizard
Tournament and the

fact that Firenze taught
Divination at Hogwarts.
Peeves the poltergeist
is one of the major
characters that was left
out in the films. Peeves
caused more chaos at
Hogwarts than Fred and
George. His character
was very important to the
series. Other characters
left out include Winky
the house elf; Ludo
Bagman, the minister
for magical sports and
games; Charlie Weasley,
the seventh Weasley
child; and Professor
Binns, who is a Ghost and
Hogwarts teacher.
Everything I listed was
very important to the
“Harry Potter” universe
and was left out of the
movies. Of course the
movies are too short to
include everything, but
that is not the point. The
point is that watching the
movies gives only a small
glimpse into what “Harry
Potter” is. If you don’t feel
like reading the books are
necessary, you just don’t
care enough.
“I think that you can like
‘Harry Potter’ just based
off the movies,” political
science
sophomore
Angelique Rivas said.
“That’s fine. But to deem
yourself a ‘true fan,’

you would have liked it
enough to invest the time
to read the books and find
out more about literally
everything in Harry
Potter.” The movies are
good, but there’s so much
they don’t encompass
J.K. Rowling even
suggested how to deal with
friends who haven’t read
the books in a feature on
her website Pottermore.
Pottermore is the official
“Harry Potter” website
created by Rowling.
In the feature, she says
first you must not judge
your friends. “Take all of
those ethical lessons you
learned while reading the
books and apply them here.
Love your mates, no matter
how behind they are.”
Rowling also suggests
that people find out why
their friends haven’t read
the books. “There has to
be a reason why someone
you consider to be your
friend hasn’t read the
books. Did their sister
nick their copy? Did the
dog use it for gnawing
practice? Find that out
and you will be one step
closer to understanding
their
questionable
life choices.”
Even the creator of
“Harry Potter” thinks that
people should read the
books. I’m not saying that
a person can’t appreciate
“Harry Potter” after seeing
the movies, I’m saying
that a true fan would read
the books as well.
Follow Chioma on Twitter
@clevermindlewis
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Shaping
young
minds is important.
I believe school was
created with that idea as
the motivating factor.
It is society’s duty to
educate and prepare
minors with the basic
tools necessary to have
a productive life.
The
Education
Trust, a non-profit
organization,
found
that only 8 percent of
high school graduates
have completed a full
college and career-prep
curriculum. A careerprep curriculum is
defined as a standard
15-course
sequence
that makes students
eligible
for
entry
at public colleges.
In addition to this,
students must have
three or more credits
in a general career
field like health science
or business.
Reading, writing and
basic math skills are
complete necessities,
and I can credit high
school for attempting
to perfect those skills.
The issue is that
there are other skills
necessary to battle this
wild ride called life.
There should be
a bigger emphasis
on taxes and money
m a n a g e m e n t .
Everyone is required
by law to pay taxes,
yet most people are
unaware of what taxes
are, why we pay them
or how we pay them.
Money management
is an important life
lesson, but for the
many schools that do
not offer economics
classes, it is not
being taught at the
appropriate time.
Career discovery and
development should
be explored further.
High school should be
the catalyst that sparks
the
conversation
of different career
opportunities. It is

during this time that
we should be inspiring
minors to explore all
opportunities so they
can discover their
passions and desires.
Job security and
workplace etiquette are
lessons that should be
taught before sending
children
off
into
the world.
There is value in
learning how to excel
in interviews. Resume
building
workshops
are excellent tools that
can prepare people
for the workforce.
Students should be
learning how to secure
a job. That is a skill
they can carry with
them for life.
In
2015,
the
Association
of
American
Colleges
and
Universities
surveyed about 400
employers and 613
college
students
about their level of
preparedness to enter
the professional world.
Fifty-five percent of
students said they
felt
well-prepared.
However, only 18
percent of employers
agreed.
I attribute
this disparity to the
lack of professional
development offered
during high school.
I recognize the value
of Advanced Placement
Literature and Algebra
2, but there are
other factors that are
essential to molding
productive and wellequipped
human
beings. The classroom
is often treated as a
contest in achieving
high proficiency in
these subjects which
completely defeats the
purpose. It turns into
a game of who can
get the highest grade
versus increasing and
ensuring educational
and
professional
development.
“Rising
to
the

Challenge: Are High
School
Graduates
Prepared for College
and Work?” is a
national
survey
conducted by Achieve,
another educationalbased
nonprofit
organization.
This survey showed
that nearly 50 percent
of recent high school
graduates report gaps
in preparation for life
after high school.
“Recent high school
graduates are telling
us that they left high
school
unprepared
for the expectations
they faced in college
or in the workplace,”
said Sandy Boyd, chief
operating officer of
Achieve.
Seventy-two percent
of college students
and 65 percent of nonstudents said given
their knowledge of
college
expectations
and the real word,
they would have taken
higher-level or more
challenging courses in
one or more subject
areas in high school.
For students who
attend college and
those
who
don’t,
we must offer a
strong
educational
background in more
areas than just English
and math.
I think we need
to
recognize
the
importance
high
school plays for all
individuals.
The
compulsory
education law requires
minors
to
attend
a public or stateaccredited
school.
With that, it is the
lawmakers’ duties to
ensure that students
are prepared once they
leave these institutions,
regardless if college is
in their future or not.
It is unfair and
unjust for high school
graduates to be unaware
and ill-informed about
the realities of the
world. We must offer
students the highest
quality of education and
career preparedness.
Follow Jasmine on Twitter
@jaasssyjay

San Jose State athletics should not move to a Power Five Conference
San Jose State athletics
has not always been up to
par with its competition
in the Mountain West
Conference and should
not consider moving
to one of the Power
Five
Conferences
anytime soon.
Out of the three
major sports in college
athletics – football,
basketball and baseball
– SJSU finished last in
the 2017 football season,
finished second-to-last
in the 2017 baseball
season and is currently
in last place in the 20172018 basketball season.
“I definitely know
teams do go through
dry spells of losing,”
advertising
junior
Jayson Sagisi said. “So
I think it would be a
good time to stay in the
same division and start
rebuilding basically the
franchise of the school
back where they should

be to be able to compete
again.”
The
Power
Five
Conferences are widely
considered the toughest
and play at the highest
competition in all of
Division 1 sports.
The conferences in the
Power Five are the Atlantic
Coast Conference, Big
Ten, Big 12, Pac-12
and the Southeastern
Conference.
Some
notable teams in these
conferences are Duke
University,
Michigan
State University, Texas
A&M University, UCLA
and
the
University
of Alabama.
The Mountain West
Conference is SJSU’s
athletic
conference
for most of its teams.
Mountain West is apart
of the Group of Five
Conferences, which are
considered to be second
tier to the Power Five.
Besides the Mountain

Gabriel Mungaray
STAFF WRITER

West Conference, the
other four conferences
in the Group of Five are
the American Athletic
Conference, Conference
USA, the Mid-American
Conference and the Sun
Belt Conference.
The athletic programs
of the Power Five
Conference
schools
like Alabama and Duke
eat, breathe and sleep
college athletics and
quite
frankly
SJSU
does not.
The University of
Alabama football team
just won the 20172018 NCAA National
Championship,
while
SJSU finished its football
season with a record

of 1-7 in the Mountain
West Conference and
2-11 overall.
The Duke University
basketball
team
is
always in the top five
of the weekly college
basketball
rankings
and
last won the
NCAA championship
in 2015. The SJSU men’s
basketball team just
came off of a 16-game
losing streak and is
winless in the Mountain
West Conference.
If SJSU can’t even post
a winning record in its
own conference, then it
shouldn’t even consider
moving to a conference
like the ACC or SEC.
In terms of the

women’s sports at SJSU,
softball and and the
women’s swim team
may be poised and
look good enough to
make the jump to a
Power Five Conference.
But two good college
teams don’t make up
for the less-than-stellar
performance by the
rest of the teams in the
athletic program. SJSU
teams – both men’s and
women’s – need to play
well before thinking of
moving to a more highly
competitive conference.
The
money
and
funding SJSU could
receive by moving to a
Power Five Conference
may be one reason it
considers the decision.
But
SJSU
athletics
already gets paid large
sums of money just
to go play the football
teams of these Power
Five schools.
According
to
an

article written by Steve
Berkowitz for USA
Today, SJSU was paid
$1 million to go play
the University of Texas
Longhorns in Austin
during the 2017 college
football season.
SJSU lost 56-0, but
still made $1 million.
According to an article
on the SFGate website,
SJSU also just received
a $5 million donation
to its athletic program
from alumni Larry and
Deirdre Solari.
SJSU athletics teams
have proven time and
time again it is in no
way, shape or form up to
the challenge of joining
a Power Five Conference
and should stay down
until it improves the
competitiveness of each
one of its athletic teams.
Follow Gabriel on Twitter
@SJSneakerhead
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Video games are becoming too realistic
Ben Stein
STAFF WRITER

The graphics in video
games have become so
vivid they have made
gaming less enjoyable.
When we were kids,
my friends and I would
stay up until ungodly
hours creating dynasties
in the “NBA 2K” games
that could only be
matched by the Celtics
in the 1960s.
Being able to see who
could put together the
best fake super team
entertained
us
for
years. With the help of
simulation, we would
draft teams and race to
see who could create
the best franchise over
the course of 10 or more
seasons, in a single 12hour day. Together, we
could play as long as our
eyes, and parents, would
let us.
Growing up with an
old standard-definition
box of a television, I
was enamored with
details like being able to
distinguish individual
fans. Now, it is no longer
just my grandma who
can’t tell the difference
between the video game
and real life, I often think
the video game is starting
to look more realistic
than actual games on TV.
The transition began
on Oct. 1, 2013, when

“NBA 2K14” released
their MyCareer and
MyGM modes.
“MyGM will put you
in the shoes of an actual
person,” Samit Sakar
wrote in an article for
Polygon.com, a video
game website.
MyCareer
allows
you to create your own
player and control his
NBA journey. No longer
were you the owner of
an entire franchise with
complete roster control.
This mode allows you
to play as only one
individual person.
MyGM mode skips
the playing career all
together and allows you
to be the general manager
of an NBA franchise. As
the general manager, you
cannot just trade your
assets and create the
best team as my friends
and I would. You are
given
responsibilities
like developing players,
talking
to
media
members and obeying
the
computerized
owner’s demands. You
can’t simulate seasons
at a time. You have to
tackle each virtual day
on its own.
The
idea
behind
this was great, until it
became too real. Two
years of updates later, the

“NBA 2K16” developers
teamed up with director
Spike Lee to create a
backstory for your fake
basketball player. From
here, the game began to
feel more like a feature
film than a video game.
Before you play one
game in the NBA you are
introduced to your twin
sister, two parents, best
friend and girlfriend. As
“Frequency vibrations”
your
predetermined
nickname, you must
navigate through high
school playoffs and a
season in college before
being
drafted
into
the NBA.
With high-definition
graphics and an awardwinning director there is
more emotion involved
than I personally want
when playing a video
game. I don’t want to have
to deal with breaking up
with a virtual girlfriend
(which happens in the
MyCareer mode). I want
to shoot threes and win
championships.
In the most recent
“NBA
2K
game,”
the story gets even
more detailed.
You
live
in
a
neighborhood
with
stores like Foot Locker,
where you can try on
the newest shoes, a
barber shop where you
can debate controversial
NBA topics and a
recording studio where
you can create actual
beats
with
virtual
Damian Lillard.
In a blog post on the
official 2K Facebook

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

IMAGES FROM HOOPSHYPE, INFOGRAPHIC BY MARCI SUELA | SPARTAN DAILY

page, one of the game’s
producers writes that
players like Carmelo
Anthony or Rajon Rondo
will wear accessories like
a headband some games,
and not wear one in
others. “Because of need
or choice, they decide
whether they wear
certain accessories on a
game-to-game basis.”
They have given these
virtual players the ability
to think and make
decisions on their own.
At some point we have
to be able to differentiate
real life from video
games, and that line is
more blurred now more
than ever.
“NBA 2K” uses

motion
capture,
a
technology that records
movement
digitally.
This allows the game to
include players’ actual
characteristics, like Jamal
Murray’s
celebration
of shooting an arrow,
or Russell Westbrook’s
complex handshakes.
Though this makes
the game more life-like,
it begins to take away
the unrealistic video
game element.
In
the
“Madden
NFL 18” career mode,
you have to make the
decision whether to
post a picture of your
friend online or not.
Details like this are too
excessive. Take me back

to a time where all I had
to decide was if I wanted
to pass or run the ball.
According to a review
on “Madden 18” from
polygon.com “Devin’s
[main character of
Madden’s career mode]
social interactions can
affect his draft evaluation
— and he can end up
undrafted — as much as
his performances.”
I grew up playing
video games because
it put me in a world I
would never be a part of.
Now, the games are too
life-like to be considered
an escape from reality.
Follow Ben on Twitter
@thereelbstein

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

JOKIN’
AROUND
Why are skeletons so
calm?
Because nothing gets under
their skin. :-)

SOLUTIONS
ACROSS
1. Gangs
5. Academy freshman
10. Anagram of “Dice”
14. Frenzied
15. Celebrate
16. Connecting point
17. Characterized by
habitual skepticism
19. Blackthorn
20. African antelope
21. Anoint (archaic)
22. “Smallest particles”
23. Gist
25. S S S S
27. Barely manage
28. Overshadowed
31. Ellipses
34. An inferior black tea
35. Mistake
36. Small boat
37. Drugged
38. Roman moon
goddess
39. Not brilliant
40. Malodorous
41. Cozy
42. Astronaut
44. Air movement
device
45. A worker of stone
46. Small depressions

(botany)
50. Seize
52. Accustom
54. Gender
55. Vandals
56. Nonsectarian
58. Against
59. Cooks
60. Headquarters
61. Plateau
62. Highly favored
63. Mining ﬁnds
DOWN
1. A skin disease
2. Portents
3. Phony
4. Calypso offshoot
5. Son of a king
6. Embankment
7. Wicked
8. Entreated
9. Shade tree
10. Arch of the foot
11. A large amphitheater
12. Biblical kingdom
13. D D D D
18. Armored battle
wagons
22. Largest continent
24. Evasive
26. Sleigh

28. A red ﬂuorescent
dye
29. Sea eagle
30. Heavy cart
31. Probabilities
32. Voice Over Internet
Protocol
33. Munitions
34. Relating to plants
37. Audition tape
38. Solitary
40. Gala
41. Shelter
43. Chinese cinnamon
44. Woods
46. Exhaust
47. Academy award
48. Rental agreement
49. Wheel shafts
50. “Pow!”
51. Graphic symbol
53. Microwave (slang)
56. Diminish
57. Nigerian tribesman
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Millennials are not too emotional
Brianna Sheats
STAFF WRITER

Every generation hears
the whole “this generation
is the downfall of society.
They are too crazy and
rebellious,” speech from
an older generation. But
it seems millennials have
gotten it worse than any
other age group.
I am not saying other
generations
haven’t
been seen as the rebels
of their time, but it is
more broadcasted now.
Technology and social
media are an outlet
for young adults and
teenagers to express their
feelings and speak up for
what they believe.
This is why adults
feel millennials are ‘too
emotional,’ because instead
of keeping it to ourselves,
we say what we feel. Yes,
it may be on social media,
but it is much better than
keeping it bottled in.
Millennials, in my opinion,
are just way better at
expressing themselves and
being comfortable with
who they are than any
other generation.
“I know I can be
emotional and maybe
overreact about certain
things that happen, but
it is because I am super
passionate,”
business
sophomore
Andrea
Vasquez said.
A Pew Research Center
study shows millennials
age 18 to 33 are much
more educated than other

generations. Knowing this
information makes more
sense to me when I see
much older people who
use Twitter.
I bring up Twitter
because that is the main
social media millennials
use for news and to speak
their minds. In a Pew
Research Study, 74 percent
of people used Twitter as
their main source of news.
Usually when there
are arguments, both
sides bring up evidence
and websites that have
information. When a
grown person in their 40s
or older responds, I mostly
see racial comments or the
usual “you millennials are
so stupid and emotional”
and we “do not know what
we are talking about.”
With what recently
happened in Florida with
the Stoneman Douglas
High School shooting,
the students have been
speaking up against gun
violence and requesting
stronger gun control.
They have been bashed,
with people saying their
speeches are not their
works and are being told
what to say. They say they
are not intelligent enough
to speak up. But these kids
went through a traumatic
experience
and
are
speaking from the heart.
Millennials should not
be bashed because they
are too young and are

supposedly not educated
enough to be aware. Social
media has given access
to an endless amount of
news. Young people see it
all over their newsfeed.
Young adults have also
learned through history
about protesting and
public speaking. There
are examples of Martin
Luther King Jr. at 34 years
old giving his “I have a
dream” speech and the
civil rights movement as
well as the protests during
the Vietnam War.
There was an issue in
a Texas school district
where if students protested,
they were suspended.
The protest was against
gun violence after the
shooting in Florida. The
superintendent stated in
the letter the school is a
place to grow educationally,
emotionally and morally.
“What are we teaching
the young generation if we
are restricting them from
their rights?” kinesiology
sophomore Sienna Meli
said. “I understand that
the school wants to keep it
to education, but with the
school shooting that just
went on, students should
have the right to protest
about their safety.”
Yes, there will be a time
when all the millennials
will grow older and have
their own kids, and the
next generation will be
the “rebels.” But maybe as
a nation, we should stop
comparing generations.
The more technology
expands, the more the
world is going to change
for the next generation.

Spartan Daily editors’
favorite rap songs
GANGTA’S PARADISE
Coolio, L.V.
selected by
Sarah Klieves

BLKKK SKKKNHEAD
Kanye West
selected by
Jonas Elam

AMISH PARADISE
“Weird Al” Yankovic
selected by
Thomas Soares

FEELIN’ MYSELF
Mac Dre
selected by
Jessica Howell

CLINT EASTWOOD
Gorillaz
selected by
Marci Suela

CHILD’S PLAY
Drake
selected by
Savannah Harding

TIME’S UP
O.C.
selected by
Nick Girard

LOSE YOURSELF
Eminem
selected by
Noe Magana

i
Kendrick Lamar
selected by
William Yap

THE SHOW GOES ON
Lupe Fiasco
selected by
Jackie Contreras

UNCONDITIONAL LOVE
2Pac
selected by
Jose F. Govea

IT’S TRICKY
Run DMC
selected by
Mike Corpos

Listen to this playlist on Spotify:

http://spoti.fi/2nutckE

Follow Brianna on Twitter
@briiiiiiii

The Top 5 Soft Skills Every College
Student Needs
1. Collaboration
It is imperative for college-bound students to function efficiently and appropriately in groups, collaborate on projects and accept constructive criticism when
working with others. People who succeed only when working alone will struggle
in college and beyond, as the majority of careers require collaboration.
2. Communication and interpersonal skills
A common complaint among employers is that young people do not know how to effectively carry on a conversation and are
unable to do things like ask questions, listen actively and maintain eye contact.
The current prevalence of electronic devices has connected young individuals to one another, but many argue it has also
lessened their ability to communicate face-to-face or via telephone. These skills will again be important not only in college,
where students must engage with professors to gain references and recommendations for future endeavors, but beyond as wel
3. Problem-solving
Students will be faced with a number of unexpected challenges in life and receive little or no aid in overcoming them. They must
be able to solve problems in creative ways and to determine solutions to issues with no prescribed formula.
Students who are accustomed to learned processes, and who cannot occasionally veer off-course, will struggle to handle
unanticipated setbacks. Students can improve problem-solving abilities by enrolling in classes that use experiential learning
rather than rote memorization. Students should also try new pursuits that place them in unfamiliar and even uncomfortable
situations, such as debate club or Science Olympiad.
4. Time management
Whatever structure students may have had in high school to organize their work and complete assignments in a timely manner
will be largely absent in college. It is imperative that they be fully self-sufficient in managing their time and prioritizing actions.
The ability to track multiple projects in an organized and efficient manner, as well as intelligently prioritize tasks, is also extremely
important for students long after graduation. Students can improve this skill by assuming responsibility in multiple areas during
high school – nothing develops an ability to prioritize faster than necessity – or gaining professional employment experience
through internships, volunteer work or other opportunities.
5. Leadership
While it is important to be able to function in a group, it is also important to demonstrate leadership skills when necessary. Both
in college and within the workforce, the ability to assume the lead when the situation calls for it is a necessity for anyone who
hopes to draw upon their knowledge and "hard" skills in a position of inﬂuence.
Companies wish to hire leaders, not followers. The best way for students to develop this skill as they prepare for college is to
search for leadership opportunities in high school. This could mean, among other things, acting as captain of an athletic team,
becoming involved in student government or leading an extracurricular group.
By: Bradford Holmes
Source: usnews.com
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Spartans end 16-game losing streak

MOHAMED BAFAKIH | THE SPEAR

(Top) The San Jose State men’s basketball team celebrates its first conference win of the season on Senior Night at the Event Center Wednesday. (Bottom Left) Junior forward
Ryan Welage holds his follow-through on a 3-point attempt to break the record for most 3-point field goals made in San Jose State men’s basketball history.

Forward Ryan Welage
becomes SJSU men’s
all-time 3-point scorer
BY BEN STEIN
STAFF WRITER

San Jose State men’s basketball
sent its seniors off on a high note,
winning its first Mountain West
Conference game this season
64-62 and ending a 16-game
losing streak on senior night.
With
53
SPARTANS seconds left
in the game,
sophomore
guard Isaiah
Nichols drilled
a 20-foot jump
shot, giving
AGGIES
the Spartans
a four-point
lead
and,
e v e n t u a l l y,
their
first

64

MOHAMED BAFAKIH | THE SPEAR

62

conference victory.
“It was crazy, it was like we
won the championship, guys
were going nuts,” senior point
guard Jalen James said.
After a rocky start for SJSU
in which Utah State started
the game on a 16-9 run, the
Spartans, led by junior guard
Jaycee Hillsman’s 12 first-half
points, countered every attack
the Aggies had.
SJSU finished the first half
with a Oumar Barry put-back
dunk to tie the game at 37.
SJSU was able to keep the game
close with efficient shooting,
making 55 percent of its field
goal attempts.
Junior forward Ryan Welage
cemented his name in San
Jose history by making his
university record 154th career
3-pointer. Though he ended
the night with an all-time
record, Welage continued to
defer the night to the seniors.

“To get a win for Jalen
and Ryan, that is for sure the
highlight of the year,” Welage
said. “We have worked so hard
for this, obviously there have
been so many struggles and
growing pains, we just wanted
to do it for the seniors, because
they deserved it.”
The second half was a
different story. SJSU held
Utah State to just 31 percent
from the field and 15 percent
from the 3-point line. The
Spartans also out-rebounded
Utah State 37-32.
“We did a very good job
defensively and rebounding,”
head coach Jean Prioleau said.
“We were up two, and we had to
get a defensive stop and we got
the stop. That was a great credit
to our players.”
The Spartans’ victory over
Utah State was their first in 22
games versus the Aggies. The
last SJSU win was in Feb. 18,

2008.
The 3-point basket played an
important role for the Utah State
Aggies. Sophomore guard Sam
Merrill made six 3s in the first
half and seven in total on his
way to a game-high 26 points.
“Coach told me you got him
for the rest of the game, and I
basically face-guarded him the
entire time,” Hillsman said. “I
just did what I had to in order to
win. We got the W. That’s all that
matters at the end of the day.”
The senior night festivities
were held before game, honoring
seniors James and Ryan Singer.
Follow Ben on Twitter
@thereelbstein

UPCOMING
GAME
Air Force vs. SJSU
March 3 @ 2 p.m.

SWIMMING

Humel makes splash and flash at San Jose State
BY MEI SUZUKI
STAFF WRITER

San Jose State senior
swimmer Colleen Humel
has been chosen for the
student-athlete of the month
award twice in the last six
months as she continues her
growth as an athlete.
“I was really excited
because I haven’t gotten any
type of recognition on that
part,” Humel said.
She has been swimming
for as long as she
remembers and has been
swimming for different
teams for about 13 years.
She joined a recreational
team for the first time at
the age of eight and, at 11
years old, joined a yearround club team to start
swimming more seriously.
Humel
really
likes
photography, especially
sports/action photography.
At SJSU, she is majoring in
art and learning methods
and techniques in the area.
The first time she
considered joining a team
was when she brought
home a flier about a
swimming team from her
elementary school. Since
then, she likes the friends
she has made through
swimming, especially her
teammates at SJSU.
“I
think
of
[my
teammates] as a family,”

Humel said.
She is originally from
Massachusetts. When she
moved to California when
she was 18, she didn’t
know anyone so having
teammates at SJSU made
Humel feel she was given a
group of sisters who were
going to support her.
“Love isn’t a very easy
word for me to give out to
people, just to anybody, so
for me to be able to say that
I love them is a big deal,”
Humel said.
Public relations senior
Brenna Bushey said Humel
is serious and very focused
during practice, but in
between sets, she always
makes jokes as other
teammates laugh.
“As an athlete, [Humel]
is definitely driven,” Bushey
said. “When she came in,
she had really big goals. But
then at practice, she always
makes sure it’s fun.”
Bushey respects Humel
for her generous personality
and describes her strength
as her tenacity.
“She is going to do
everything she can to be
the best athlete she can be.,
Bushey said.
Her good reputation
does not just come from
her teammates,” head coach
of women’s swimming
and diving Sage Hopkins
said. “She sets a very good

example to our teammates
and leads by example.”
Humel’s personality is
as strong as her swimming
records, yet things were not
always easy for her.
There were two big
slumps she had during her
swimming experience. The
first was right before she
came to SJSU. The second
was this past summer when
she was trying to figure out
her life and direction.
Humel took a long break
from swimming for about
three weeks last summer.
During the break, she was
able to relax and reflect.
All that reflection allowed
her to realize why she is
swimming and what she
wants to accomplish.
When she came back this
fall, she instantly knew what
she needed to do.
“Sometimes, you need
a break from something
that you do so often,”
Humel said.
Her art classes require a
lot of time. Classes are three
hours long and projects are
time-consuming. She also
has to set time for swimming
practices and work. She was
hired as a full-time coach
for a swimming club that
will open soon.
“Time management is
very important as a student
athlete because you have a
schedule and you have to
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SJSU swimmer Colleen Humel gets ready to push oﬀ to start a race.

follow it if you want to be
successful,” Humel said.
“Time management is the
primary key for her to be
successful in any aspect at
SJSU. I’m just as hard on
myself in the classroom as I
am in the pool.”
Humel said one of the
people who inspires her
is her brother. He faced
difficult times figuring out
where he was in his life, but
he got through it and found
something to do for himself
in life. The transformation
of her brother was inspiring
to her. Humel motivates
her teammates and friends,

but people like her brother
inspire Humel to be who
she is now.
The most memorable
competition for her was
this past Mountain West
Conference championship
in mid-February. In this
competition, she got
second place in the 200
backstroke and third in the
100 backstroke. She also set
school records.
“[As an athlete,] she has
developed a tremendous
amount of confidence
and developed great
poise under pressure and
become more resilient,”

Hopkins
said.
“Her
greatest strength is her
will to prepare to win.”
Humel would like
to pursue her career
in
photography.
She
understands it is hard to
become a photographer
and to make a living with
it. There will be a lot of
figuring out about herself
after she graduates from
SJSU. She is nervous, but
excited, about what is
awaiting in her future.
Follow Mei on Twitter
@meiS0000

